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“Now may the God of hope fill you with' and peace in believing, :
that you may abound i&0ps ythe power of the Holy Spirit.” «

. L

®

0....0.. oe¢

®e
®ge0® (W
®

THE ROAD AGAIN “

sometimes be just as fun as the trip itself. L

here you want to go, how you'll get there, what .‘

o e
AQut taking a trip. On the other hand, you might even find that : :
® ¢

: [

: o o
your smartphone, a laptop, or even a travel agent. In this VBS, we invite [
you go off the beaten path with us. We're lacing up our hiking boots and ¢
hitting the trail for an Australian adventure with a faithful guide—Jesus. ..
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Lesson One @



Have you gone hiking before? A comedian once remarked that hiking
is the only sport that you can say that you do well even if you've never
done it because it’s basically walking. That’s kind of true. In simple terms,
hiking is taking a long walk, especially in the country or in a wooded
area. Your proximity to a wooded area doesn’t matter. AImost
touts its abundance of hiking trails whether those trails arefjst

just off the financial district or winding loops near a beay#
50 miles from anywhere with a Wi-Fi connection.

EUMstructed, he was able to stroll, saunter,
% '

ANID WALK

one of the annual Jewish feasts, most likely

It is difficult for us in the 21st century to imagine this legend to be true,
and some biblical translations taken from earlier manuscripts have even
omitted verse 4, alleging that its words were added by later scribes.
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Nevertheless, many of that day believed in the healing powers of the
pool of Bethesda, and because of this, Scripture tells us that around the
pool lay a“multitude” of the sick, lame, blind, and paralyzed. One among
the many was a man who had been infirm for 38 years. We can assume

is little doubt he likely felt insignificant, invisible, and helpless.

without hope.

Then came the day he met Jesus. Even thoug 1
invisible for almost 40 years, on this day Jesus saw -

LIRS
LYY 3

the others. This man’s innermost th@Us@MEnd desires were no less
visible to Jesus than his physical g .@ ven so, Jesus probed for
[g, “Do you want to be made

1 *;z_‘ i
transparency on the man’s par o

get up, pick up his bed, and leave. And that’s exactly what happened.
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You've most likely read this story from John 5 many times. Have you ever
considered what happened to this man after his encounter with Jesus?
Scripture doesn’t update us on his life afterward. We don’t know if he
went back to the pool to visit others. We don't know if he strolled the
streets of Jerusalem. We don’t know if he got a job. We don’t
married and started a family. We don’t know if he shared hi

and told others about Jesus. What we do know is that
were possible for him because Jesus gave him hope.

shattered. We need the hope that only Jesus carfp *‘ P

JOHN 16:33 = | *57:729 = | PETER 1:6-8 = JAMES 1:2-4
GALATIANS b6:5@ERETER 2:19-23  ROMANS 5:2-5
2 CORINTHIATI¥ 4:16-18 = REVELATION 21:4

that without those times when we feel discouraged, there wouldn't be
times when we feel inspired.
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Persevere through trials. Read these verses for personal study:

JAMES 1:12 - HEBREWS 12:1 - ROMANS 8:24-25
HEBREWS 6:11 = PHILIPPIANS 3:13-14 = PSALM 71:14
PSALM 31:24 - ROMANS 12:12 - HEBREWS 10:36€

Lnapfas

pool of Bethesda? That's the question that all of us must ul{Wfg:
“Do you want to be made well?” Sometimes it’s just easier to surfe

G
turn a blind eye to the past, and keep an eager eye 0 i o

Philippians 3:13-14). Keep this thought ig “Your journey will be much
lighter and easier if you don't carry you h you”
Realize that hope is found only in'JeS pad these verses for personal

study and reflection:

PSALM 34:15 - Uilal%gads - JEREMIAH 29:11
2 THESSALONIAMIEE S

Is answer. His answer was the same answer we have today: a heart
that’s willing and open to a relationship with Jesus. Our trials are never
hidden from Him. Jesus sees us just as He saw this man. He sees and

cares about all those who place their hope in Him (see Psalm 34:15).
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Those who admit they need Jesus most and look to Him for their future
have a special place in Jesus’' heart. Jesus tells us in Luke 4:17-18, “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim

who needs it.

DISCUSSIO “’M ZoTIONS
1.The man who couldn't walk looked t&g@#8ppool at Bethesda as false
hope for almost 40 year some of the false sources of hope
)

people turn to today?
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